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Recording 2OUOI

Ineluded with this newsletter are the recording
forms for the year 2000, The most obvious change
is that there are two forms - one for summarising
all the checks/visils thal you have made during the
vear and the other for details of dormice and nests
recorded on individual visits, The former is new,
the Iatter is essentially the same as in previous years
but note that there are some small but important
modifications, Please, therefore read the guidelines
cven il you have been in the recording business for
several years.

The most important change is thal you are asked to
record the time when you open each box which
contains dormice. This, in conjunction with the
temperature recorded al the start will be of interest
as pmt of a study of torpor (see the last lwo issues
of the Dormouse Monitor).

During the Dormouse Gathering (sce below) one
of the workshop sessions concerned “Filling in the
Forms™ We aim to get as much standardisation as
possible in the way the forms are completed so
please note:

- there 15 no need to record empty boxes

- use one of the five scctions on cach page for
cach hox which contains either dormice or a
dormouse nest,
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- put something in each column, for each
individual dormouse if at all possible
e.g NB for non-breeding if no other catczory is
obvious; A for active if it is clearly not torpid,

Thank you to all the recorders who have sent in
their records for 1999 and thank you for your
willingness to continue recording. Welcome to new
recorders who are collecting data for the first time
in 2000

The Millenium Gathering of
Dormouse Recorders

The Gathering was held in Cheddar. Somerset
(where dormouse recording started) on Saturday
25 March 2000. By then il had grown into a much
larger event than originally envisaged and was
attended by nearly 100 people. We met at the Bath
Arms for lunch before moving lo The Kings of
Wessex Leisure Cenlre for the afterncon
programme of talks and discussions. In the evening
we returned to the Bath Arms lor dinner, The cost
of the cvent was subsidised by English Nature, for
which we are most grateful, and the local
arrangements were made by Doug and Olive
Woods, with whom work on Somerset dormice
brzpar,

A little history

The tirst major breakthrough was Elaine Hurrells
observation that dormice open nuts in a distinclive
way. This led to the Mammal Socicty survey and
Elaine’s ground hreaking paper on the distribulion
of dormice (see list on page 3). At about that time,
during a casual conversation at the Mammal
Saciety Conference, Doug Woods said to Pat and
Mary Morris “Ci! T can show you dormice. They
nest in boxes that T put up for them.™ And so it all
bezan. A few weeks later the Morrises drove to
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Somerset and accompanied Doug to Cheddar
Giorge. Near the top they climbed a fow feet
up the hill to where a small box hung on the
trunk of a coppiced hazel. Doug look it down,
lifted the lid and there was a beautiful golden
dormonse curled up and asleep.

Pat had already recently solved the problem of
how to catch dormice in wire mesh traps as
they walk along tree branches al night, and
tested it out on the Tsle of Wight, bul you don’t
catch very many that way. To really learn about
the life style and ecology of these relatively
rare little animals vou have to have a reliable
way of catching a reasonable number and
Dlone's boxes were clearly the answer.

Subsequently Pat obtained a grant from the Nature
Conservancy Council and Paul Bright was
employed to do research on dormice at Cheddar
and, incidentally, gain his PhD in doing so. Paul
lived in a caravan behind the barn on a larm at the
top af the hill, and radio tracked and trapped
dormice night and day for three years on the steep
slopes of Cheddar Gorge.

The Gathering

Pat told that story during his introductary talk at
the Dormouse Gathering. e reminded everybody
of how little was known aboul dormice twenty
years ago (not even the average body weight) and
how much more we know now as a result of Paul’s
work, He also reminded those present ol the various

Below: Paul Bright (front left) and part of the
andience at the Dormouse Gathering.

| Ona show Of hands at the E:nd of dmnm :
' TORPIDITY won, although f“i. eryone was Very
! lively at the time! :

THE LORMOUSE

Above: Pai Morris with (1eft) Valerie Keeble of
PTES, at the Dormouse Gathering.

publications that are available {rom the Mammal
Society and English Nature which explain the
ccology of dormice and how habital can be
managed to encourage them.

Paul Bright then explained the aims of the National
Dormouse Monitoring Programme (see back page)
and what we hope to learn from analysis of the
data which is being collected by Dormouse
Recarders all over the country, Alrcady many

A Torpidity
of Dormouse Recorders
Diuring the Dormonse Gathering we took a v{}i.{: i
on what should be the most suitable colleciiy "'
noun for dormouse recorders.

The sugecstions were:
- An interference - Sue Walker

A snore - Pat Moiris

A nut-cluster - Sue & Bob Ward

A tea=pot - Audrey Moss-Bradnam
and Gordon Vaughan looked in the dlLtIUIMI‘
1o ﬁnd

VA torpidity
A conglomeration
A murmuration
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important principles are becoming clear which help
us understand these unexpectedly complex
creatures,

Fallewing these talks the audience then divided into
fonr workshop! discussion groups, spending about
fifteen minudes lalking about cach topie in turn;

- Disturbanece - Pat

- Handling Dormice - best practice - Doug
- Mesat box desipn and maintainence - Paul
- Filling in the forms - Mary

The animated ciscussions continued over tea.

Two of the recorders who had volunteered to talk
then had their turn: Gordon Vaughan, for whom
dormice are a pest, eating the eggs of his pied
flyeatchers and filling his enormous nesthoxes,
entertained us with his personal perspectives on
dormice, showing pictures of his woods, Under a
high canopy of eak there is almost nothing but holly
and barc ground on very steep slopes. Robin Cottrill,
then deseribed his arca of Essex in which a number of
small woods contain dormice but he believes more
could do s il the existing hedees were linked together
and to the woods. He 1s cncouraging a group of
interested local Tarmers to use the dormouse in
applying for erants to help them restore the former
mosaic ol hedpes and copses.

After a question and answer session, the afternoon
was rounded all by Tony Mitchell-Jones of Enslish
Mature who, besides oversceing the funding for the
Monitoring Programme (and our Gathering) is a
recorder himsell in Cambridecshire.

Dormouse People

You may notice that only Paul Bright's name
appears at the botlom of the reeording form for
2000, 'This 1s because Pat Morris has taken carly
relirement (this is nol a joke!) [rom the University
and although he is sull teaching part-lime at the
maoment, he 13 gradually lrving o disengage from
some of his more lime-consuming commitments
in order to pursue other interests. For now on Paul
will be the principal coordinator of the National
Dormouse Monitoring Programme and is
appointing a rescarch student who will undertake
a full analysis of the data. Onece the 1999 data is all
entered she will take over from Mary Morris.

Dormouse
Publications

This is a chronological Tist. Dear in mind that someé
of the information in the earlier publications has fr.:*?n

superceded by more recent work,

1. Dormice by Elaine Hurrell 1962, Animals
of Britain No 10 edited by L. Harrison
Matthews. Sunday Times Publications.

2. The Common Dormouse by Elaine Hurrell
1980, Mammal Sociely Series, Blandlord
I.}l—b"'l&' .. o

(Both these are out of print bul sometimes o be

found in sceondhand bookshops. ) ;

3. Hurrell, E, and Melntosh G, (1984).
Mammal Sociely Dormouse Survey, January.
1975-April 1979. Mammal Review 14(1):1- 18

4, Richards, C.G.J., White A.C., Hurrell, E.
and Price; F.EE. (1884). The food of tlle.
Common dormouse, Muscardinus
avedlanarius, in South Devon, Mammal
Review 14{1} 19-28.

(I'youdo not have this issue of Mammal Revmw
uthu_ 20 10 4 universily library which holds: the
journal or write to the Mammal Sociely oflice -
address below - who will photocopy the articlel 5}'
lor wou. A charge ol about £2.00 each will. be
111.;1*.1&., Lo cover the cost and postage.)

5. A Practical Guide to Dormouse
Conservation by aul Bright and Pal Morris
_(1989}, Oceasional Publication of the
Maminal Sociely No. 11.

6. Dormice by Paul Bright and Pal Morns
(1992). Published by the Mammal Sm:i_f_;t}";f

{ These two are still available from The Mammal
Sociely, 15 Cloisters Ilouse, § Battersea Park
Road, London SW8 4BG. No 5 costs £3.00 ..md
No 6 £3.50 mf.,ludmg pdp.)

7. Dormouse Conservation Handbook bv
Paul Bright, Pal Morris and Tony Mitchell-
Jones. Published by English Nature,
Peterborough 1996,

(Available from Telelink Lid., P.O.Box 100,
Farcham, Hants, PO14 28X price £4.50.)
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1999

We had hoped to have all the 1999 data entered
before the Gathering but partly owing to problems
in the Morris household, this has not been possible.

Iowever, a number of recorders make their own
analyses of their records and send in copies with

their recording forms, A good example is the
interesting map sent by Sue Walker who monitors
Blackmoor Copse in Wiltshire,

The map below shows clearly the value of
collecting the information on where you [ind
dormouse nests. This indicates dormouse activity
and shows which areas of the wood are most

Blackmoor Copse: Boxes used by dormice — 1990 - 1999

NB DEFINITION:- Box used by dormice = box with ane ar more dormice and/or dormouse nest al
least once that vear.
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frequently uscd by dormice. 1t may then be possible
to investipate the offcct of habitat details on
darmonse occurrence.

‘This sort of analvsis might go part of the way to
cnlightening Ron Evenden who wrote in his lelter
] have wondered il there is a loyvally Lo a particular
box {rom one year Lo the nexl. So ollen there seems
no reason why one box is used consistently while
another close Lo s ignored.” bul we would need 1o
know the identily ol the individual occupants Lo
answer Lthal in [ull, Nevertheless, as Sue’s map
shows, some boxes are used 4 lol more than olhers.

Paul Lazarus has made a bar charts (below) 1o show
how many dormice were found in each box at

Good News
from the North

Itis good to report that dormice are still hmlgmg
on in the far north, There were th i‘g%urdb lrom
Staward Gorge in Nr::rthuu_lb_cgland; the most
northerly British site, during 1999, one record
from Old Travellers Rest and ‘.:-LP{ILLH fwm Ulpha
in the southern T.ake District,

DBurham Down (IKent) this vear and in total a0 far.
These also show clearly which boxes are the most
popular with dormice.

Total number of Dormice found in boxes to date at Burham Down

0 i e L

Mumtber of mice

— et a8

Box number

Mumber of Dormice found this year at Burham Down
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Total number of Dormice found In 18588 = 38
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The Aims of future analysis
of the Dermouse Recording Data

L. To test the power of the cutrent dormouse monitoring protocol to
detect population change,

2 To determine how habitat management and quality affect dormouse
abundance al monitoring sites.

3.To evaluate the success of dormouse reintroductions in relation to
contermporary dynamics of dormouse populations elsewhere in
Britain.

4. T'o determine how weather and summer torpor affect breeding
performance.

5.To assess how changes to woodland management and climate have
and will affect dormouse populations.

fihé I&m'nb well _ex-:zaiﬂ--thﬁ
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sSue Walker’s praphs (left),
also from Blackmoor
Copse, show how numbers
of adult and juvenile
dormice have varied from
vearto year both in the
various compartments and
0 total. Notice that on the
whole the trends are quite
similar but it is this sort of
plot which can stimulate
questions eg, The peak of
Juveniles in 1995 is
followed, as vou might
expect, by a peak of adults
in 1994, hut this was not so
in 1992 (a sharp peak of
juveniles) and [993.
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